GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(FFR DIVISION)

SWATANTRATA SAINIK SAMMAN PENSION SCHEME. 1980

CITIZEN CHARTER

INTRODUCTION:

During twenty fifth anniversary (Silver Jubilee year) of India’s Independence, a
Central Scheme for grant of pension to the freedom fighters and their families from the
Central Revenues was introduced by the Government of India. The Scheme commenced
from 15" August, 1972 and provided for grant of pension to living freedom fighters or
their (as of the martyrs) eligible dependents. In 1980, the Scheme was liberalized and
renamed as “SwatantrataSainikSamman Pension Scheme, 1980”. It was made effective
from1*August, 1980.

PENSION AMOUNT

Statement showing the amount of Central Samman Pension w.e.f. 15.08.2016

(In Rupees Per Month)

Sl. Category of Present amount of Proposed enhanced Net increase in No. of
No. freedom fighters | pension including DR | amount pension total amount of Pensioners
{per month) (per month) pension
(per month)
1 Ex-Andaman Rs. 24,775 Rs. 30,000 Rs. 5,225 17
Political/Prisoner
s/spouses
2. Freedom Fighters | Rs. 23,085 Rs. 28,000 Rs. 4,915 0
who suffered
outside British
India/spouses
3. Other Freedom Rs. 21,395 Rs. 26,000 Rs. 4,605 36,465
Fighters/spouses
including INA
4, Dependent Rs. 3,380/- 50% of the sum that Rs. 7,930/- 1499 {unmarried
parents/eligible (dependent parents) | would have been and unemployed
daughters Rs. 5,070/- admissible to the Daughters-1499,
(maximum 3 (daughters) Freedom Fighter i.e., Parents-Q)
daughters at any in the range of Rs.
point of time) 13,000/- to Rs.
15,000

The existing Dearness Relief system based on All India Consumer Price Index for

Industrial workers, which was hitherto applied to freedom fighter pensioners on annual
basis, may be discontinued and replaced by the Dearness Allowance system applicable to
Central Government employees twice a year. This will be termed as “Dearness Relief”,
which is the appropriate word in case of pensioners.



WHO IS ELIGIBLE

For the purpose of grant of Samman Pension under the scheme, a freedom fighter
is :-

(A)  a person who had suffered minimum imprisonment of six months in the mainland
Jails before independence. Ex-INA personnel are also eligible for pension if the
imprisonment/detention suffered by them was outside India for six months or
more. In case of women and SC/ST freedom fighters the minimum period of
actual imprisonment for eligibility of pension is three months.

Explanation:

Detention under the orders of the competent authority will be considered as
imprisonment.

(i) Period of normal remission upto one month will be treated as part of actual
imprisonment.

(i)  In case of a trial ending in conviction, under trial period will be counted
towards suffered.

(iii) ~ Broken period(s) of imprisonment will be totalled up for computing the
qualifying period.

(iv) A person who was sentenced for imprisonment for six months or more, but
was released prematurely on account of general amnesty and not on
account of tendering apology/furnishing a bond or undertaking for good
behavior will be treated as eligible for pension.

(B) A person who remained underground for six months or more provided he was:-
i)a proclaimed offender
ii)one on whom an award for arrest/head was announced; or

iii)one whose detention order was issued but not served.

Explanation:

Voluntary underground suffering or self-exile, suffering for party work under the
command of the party leaders are not recognized for consideration for grant of Samman
Pension.

(C)  a person who was interned in his home or externed from his district under the
orders of the competent authority for six months or more.

(D)  a person whose property was confiscated or attached and sold due to participation
in the national freedom struggle under the orders of the competent authority.

(E)  aperson who was permanently incapacitated during firing or lathi charge.

(F)  a person who lost his Government job (Central or State Government, including
job in local bodies) and thus deprived of means of livelihood for participation in
the National Freedom Struggle.

(G)  a person who was awarded the punishment of ten strokes of caning/ flogging/
whipping.



WHO IS MARTYR

A martyr is a person who died or who was killed in action or in detention or was
awarded capital punishment while participating in the National Freedom Struggle for
emancipation of India. It includes an ex-INA or ex-military person who died while
fighting against the British.

WHO ARE ELIGIBLE DEPENDENTS

After death of freedom fighter pensioner, eligible dependents for family pension
are spouse/unmarried & unemployed daughters/mother or father.

At one point of time not more than one category of eligible dependent/s can be
granted pension. In the event of availability of more than one category of dependents, the
sequence of eligibility will be widow/widower, unmarried and unemployed daughters (up
to max. 3 daughters), mother or father.

Dependent pensions is not sanctioned to a spouse or a daughter of a freedom fighter if :-

(1) The spouse/daughter is already employed in a Central or a State
Government, Central/State PSU or local body and income from such
Job/activity exceeds I 2,40,000/- per year or T 20,000/~ per month.

(i)  In case the spouse/daughter is working in a private sector or having his/her
own business/activity then income from such job/activity exceeds <
2,40,000/- per year or < 20,000/- per month.

(iii)  The spouse/daughter is receiving a pension/salary on account of his or her
own job or by virtue of the previous employment of the deceased freedom
fighter and income from such job/activity exceeds < 2,40,000/- per year
or < 20,000/~ per month™’. .

In this regard, the claimant (spouse/daughter) having any other source of income requires
to submit a duly authenticated under taking to the bank concerned as per Annexure VII,
of revised policy guide line.

MOVEMENTS/MUTINIES ETC. RECOGNIZED

Apart from the mainstream of the liberation struggle the movements/mutinies etc.
which were directed against the British (French in case of Puducherry and Portuguese in
case of Goa) with freedom of the country as its ultimate goal, are treated as National
Freedom Struggle for the purpose of grant of pension unless any movement(s) is
specifically decided as not qualifying for the grant of Samman Pension.

The movements for merger of erstwhile Princely States within the Indian Union
after 15 August, 1947 are also considered as part of the National Freedom Struggle for
the purpose of grant of Samman Pension under the Scheme.

A consolidated list of movements, mutinies, struggles etc., participation and
suffering in which is recognized for the purpose of grant of pension is at ANNEXURE-I.



The list however is only an administrative compilation of movements considered
from  time to  time. There also  exists a negative  list  of
movements/mutinies/struggles/riots/strikes etc., participation and suffering in which is not
recognized for the purpose of grant of freedom fighter’s pension from the revenues

(ANNEXURE-I]).

HOW TO APPLY

Persons, who consider themselves eligible for Samman Pension under the
Scheme, should apply in duplicate, on the prescribed application form. One form, duly
filled and supported by required documents as proof of claim of suffering, should be sent
to the Chief Secretary of the concerned State Government/Union Territory
Administration. The second copy should be sent to the Deputy Secretary to the
Government of India,Ministry of Home Affairs, Freedom Fighter Division, NDCC-II
Building, Jai Singh, Road,New Delhi-110001 as an advance copy.

AVAILABILITY OF APPLICATION FORMS

Application forms (ANNEXURE-IIT )can be obtained from either of two offices
i.e. State Government/Union Territory Administration concerned or Freedom Fighters &
Rehabilitation Division, FF (P) Section, MHA, NDCC-II Building, Jai Singh Road, New
Delhi-110001.

HOW TO PROVE CLAIMS (EVIDENCE REQUIRED)

The applicants should furnish the documents indicated below, whichever is
applicable, in order to prove his/her claimed sufferings for grant of pension under the
scheme.

(A) IMPRISONMENT/DETENTION:-

Certificate from the concerned jail authority, District Magistrate or the State
Government, indicating period of sentence awarded, date of admission, date of release
and reasons for release. In the absence of such certificates from official records, a Non-
Availability of Records Certificate (NARC) from the concerned authorities along with
Co-Prisoners’ Certificates (CPC) as under:-

i) Two Co-prisoners’ Certificates from the freedom fighter pensioners who
had a proven jail suffering of one year.
Or
ii) One Co-prisoners’ Certificate from sitting MP or MLA or from an ex-MP
or ex-MLA specifying his jail period and that of the applicant
(ANNEXURE-IV).

(B)  Documentary evidence by way of Court’s/Government’s orders proclaiming the
applicant as an offender, announcing an award on his head or for his arrest orderinghis
detention. In the absence of such certificates from official records, a Non-availability of
Records Certificate (NARC) from the concemned authorities along with a Personal
Knowledge Certificate from a prominent freedom fighter who had undergone
imprisonment for a period of at least two years or more.



(C)  INTERNMENT OR EXTERNMENT:-

Order of internment or externment issued by the competent authority from the
official records. In the absence of official records, a Non-availability of Records
Certificate (NARC) from the concerned authorities along with a Personal Knowledge
Certificate from a prominent freedom fighters who had themselves undergone suffering
of imprisonment for two years or more (ANNEXURE-V).

Explanation:

The certifying freedom fighters in respect of underground  suffering,
internment/externment, and the applicant should belong to the same administrative
district before reorganization of the States and the area of operation must be the same.

(D) LOSS OF PROPERTY, JOB ETC. :-
Ordersof confiscation and sale of property, orders of dismissal or removal from
service for taking part in the National Freedom Struggle.

Explanation:

Persons whose property was restored and persons who were reinstated in service
before a period of two years from their dismissal or removal from service and were in
receipt of benefits or pay & allowances are not eligible for pension.

(E) PERMANENT INCAPACITATION:-

i) Certificate from the District Magistrate stating that permanent incapacitation
was done by bullet injury/lathi charge sustained during participation in the
National Freedom Struggle.

if) Medical Certificate from the Civil Surgeon in support of the handicap.

1) PUNISHMENT OF 10 STROKES OF CANING/FLOGGING/WHIPPING:-
Copies of orders passed by the competent authority from the official records.

(G) MARTYRDOM:- Evidence from official records or news papers of the
relevant time in support ofgetting killed in action or in detention etc.

EXAMINATION OF CLAIMS AND GRANT OF PENSION

The receipt of application from is acknowledged. The claim of the applicant is
scrutinized by the State Government/Union Territory Administration concerned in
consultation with the State Advisory Committee functioning, if any. On receipt of State
verification and entitlement to pension report, the claim of the applicant is scrutinized and
if found eligible, pension is granted as per the policy guidelines of the Government in the
matter.



Applicants whose claims are not approved are duly informed of the decision of the
Government.

In case where the pension is sanctioned, copies of orders are sent to the Pay &
Accounts Office, Ministry of Home Affairs, Chief Secretary of the concerned State
Government, District Magistrate and the applicant.

TRANSFERRING THE DEPENDENT PENSION TO SPOUSE OR
DAUGHTERSOF FREEDOM FIGHTER:

The banks are authorized to transfer the pension of a freedom fighter on his/her
demise in the name of his/her surviving spouse. In case the spouse also dies after availing
few years of dependent pension, then the dependent pension is transferred to the
unmarried unemployed daughters (max. three such daughters) of the freedom fighter. The
Disbursing Officers (Authorized Banks) are authorized to transfer family pension/ effect
commencement of pension in the name of eligible dependents at their level after
completion of certain formalities/submission of documents by the latter. Accordingly for
transfer of family pension, eligible dependent of a deceased freedom fighter may
approach the concerned bank with requisite documents like the death certificate,
application for family pension in the prescribed form(please refer Annexures to the
revised policy guidelines dated 6.8.2014), pensioner’s portion of the PPOQ, identification
document — indicating relationship of the person with the deceased freedom fighter, proof
ofhis or her financial dependence on the deceased freedom fighter, proof of marital status
ete.

Revised Policv Guidelines:-

For awareness and clear idea about the policy governing Central Samman Pension,
revised policy guidelines have been issued on 6.8.2014 and widely circulated to the
disbursing authorities. Further para 6.1.2 and para 8.1 of the revised policy guidelines
have also been amended vide O.M.s dated 30.12.2015 and 21.12.2015 respectively.
Revised Policy Guidelines and its above mentioned amendments may be downloaded
from the FFR Division’s webpage on Ministry of Home Affairs website at “mha.nic.in’

Government of India

Ministry of Home Affairs

Freedom Fighter & Rehabilitation Division
FF (P) Section, 2" floor, NDCC-II Building
Jai Singh Road, New Delhi-110001.

Tel. Nos. 23438054, 23438062, 23438082.



ANNEXURE-1

LIST OF MOVEMENTS, MUTINIES, STRUGGLES ETC., PARTICIPATION AND
SUFFERING IN WHICH IS RECOGNIZED FOR THE PURPOSE OF GRANT OF
PENSION UNDER THE SWATANTRATA SAINIK SAMMAN PENSION SCHEME,
1980.

1. Suez Canal Army Revolt in 1943 during Quit-India Movement &AmbalaCantt.
Army Revolt in 1943,

2. Jhansi Regiment Case in Army (1940).

3. Rani Jhansi Regiment and Azad Hind of INA (1943-45).

4. Hollwell Monument Removal Movement conducted by Netaji in 1940 at

Calcutta.

5. Royal Indian Navy Mutiny, 1946.

6. Khilafat Movement.

7. HarshaChhinaMoghaMorcha (1946-47).

8. Mopla Rebellion (1921-22).

9. Arya Samaj Movement in the erstwhile Hyderabad State (1938-39).

10. Madurai Conspiracy Case (1945-47).

11. Border Camp Cases in erstwhile Hyderabad State (1947-48).

12. The Ghadar Movement.

13. The Gurudwara Reform Movement (1920-25) including:

(i) TaranMorcha.

(i) Nankana Tragedy of February (1920).

(i) The Golden Temple Ke Affairs (MorchaChabianSaheb).

(iv) GurukaBaghMorcha.

(v) Babar Akali Movement.

(vi) JaitoMorch.

(vii) Bhai PheruMorcha; and

(viii) The Sikh Conspiracy (Golden Temple) of 1924.

14. PrajaMandal Movement in the erstwhile Princely States (1939-49)

15. KirtiKisan Movement (1927).

16. NavjavanSabha (1926-31).

17. Quit India Movement (1942).

18. INA and IIL (1942 to 1946).

19. Merger Movement in the former French and Portuguese possessions inindia.

20. Peshawar Kand in which members of the Garhwal Rifles took part.

21. Red Leaf Conspiracy Case (1931).

22. ChauriChauraKand (1922).

23. Aranya Satyagraha of Karnataka (1939-40).

24. Goa Liberation Movement.

25. Kalipattanam Agitation (1941-42).

26. Kallara — Pangode case.

27. Kadakkal Riot case.

28. Chengannur Riot case.

29. Vattiyoorkavu Conference.

30. Anti-Independent Travancore,

31. Punnapra-Vayalar Movement.

32. Karlvelloor Movement.

33. Kauvambal Movement.

34. Kayyur Movement.

35. Morazha Movement.

36. Malabar Special Police Strike (MSP Strike ).

37. Dadra and Nagar Haveli Movement.

38. Goa Liberation Movement, Phase |l

39. KukaNamdhariMovement , 1871

40. JallianwalaBagh Massacre, 1919




ANNEXURE -2

LIST OF MOVEMENTS/MUTINIES NOT RECOGNIZED FOR
SWATANTRATA SAINIK SAMMAN PENSION SCHEME, 1980.
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MUTINIES

21% Central India Horse Mutiny.

M.T. Loading/Unloading case in Egypt.

Steel Helmet case at Hong Kong.

Madras Artillery Mutiny.

Punjab Regiment Army Revolt, at Jhansi.

3/12  Punjab Regiment case; 7, Ganga Din Film Shooting case.

STRUGGLE/PLOTS

Malappattan Struggle.

PunnaparaVayalar Plot.

Changannur Riot of 1938-39.

KallaraPangoda Case.

Kadakkal Riot.

Vattiyoorkkava Conference.

Anti Independence Travancore Movement 1946-47.

STRIKE
Bihar Police Strike.
Cochin Police Strike.

Malabar Special Police Strike.
Disbandent of Jodhpur Army Personnel.

CONSPIRACY

Meerut Conspiracy Case.
Delhi Conspiracy Case.
Calcutta Conspiracy Case.
Madras Conspiracy Case.
Nellai Conspiracy Case.

Recognized for grant of special pension under the Special Pension Scheme for ex-

Army personnel who revolted against the British authorities.



ANNEXURE- 3
SWATANTRATA SAINIK SAMMAN PENSION SCHEME
APPLICATION FORM

(TO BE SENT BY REGISTERED POST IN DUPLICATE-ONE COPY TO BE
SENT TO THE STATE GOVERNMENT CONCERNED AND ONE COPY TO
THE DEPUTY SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS, FREEDOM FIGHTERS DIVISION, SECOND FLOOR NDCC- ||
BUILDING, JAI SINGH ROAD, NEW DELHI.

Incase you had previously
applied to the Central Govt. for
Freedom Fighter’s Pension
please quote Ministry of Home
Affairs reference No. and date.
SPACE FOR
PASSPORT SIZE
PHOTOGRAPH
OF
FREEDOM
FIGHTER/WIDOW

PART [ - PERSONAL PARTICULARS

1. NAME OF THE APPLICANT
(IN BLOCK LETTERS)
2. ADDRESS:
3. AGE OF THE APPLICANT:
4. NAME TOHFE FREEDOM FIGHTER:

(if the applicant is a dependent)
ADDRESS OF THE FREEDOM FIGHTER:

Relationship of the applicant to the freedom fighter
Nationality.
Occupation.
Names of dependent family members, their age and re- NAME AGE RELATIONSHIP
to the applicant family includes (i)
mother, father, widower, widow ( if she has (i)
not remarried and unmarried daughter(s). (i)
(iv)
10. Whether he or she is receiving pension from
the State Govt. under the State Scheme, if so,
amount.

©m o o

PART II- PARTICULARS OF SUFFERING UNDERGONE DURING THE
FREEDOM STRUGGLE.

(i) Imprisonment:

€)) Details of the case in which tried and awarded
imprisonment.
(b) Name & Place of the court which tried the case
and awarded punishment:
(c) Sentence awarded
(d) Actual period of imprisonment suffered and FROM TO
(e) Evidence (i) Court Judgment:
(ii) Jail Certificate
(iii) Co-prisoner Certificate
(This should be in the
prescribed form attached
at Annexure-)
* (if) Underground:
* (i) Externment:
* (iv) Internment:




(a) Type of evidence produced partial or full e.g.

court records, warrant of arrest, declaration

as absconder etc.
(b) Internment orders: date of orders, date of lifting
(c) Externment orders, date of orders, date of lifting.
*If no evidence, partial or full is available from official
records whether suffering at (ii), (iii) or (iv) is supported
by certificates from prominent freedom fighters: if so,
name of the certifier, State to which he belongs, particulars
of jail sufferings undergone by him.

V) Loss of Job/means of Livelihood
type of evidence produced.

(i) Official records in support of dismissal.
(i) Whether re-employed after Independence;
Details of post independence service.

NOTE: Jobs would refer to jobs in Government or in local
Bodies such as District Boards and Municipalities.

(vi) Loss of property-confiscation:
i) details to be supported by evidence from official
records:
(ii) Whether any compensation was paid by the
State Govt. after Independence.

(vii) Permanent incapacitation:

Type of evidence to be produced.

(a) Certificate from the District Magistrate that
permanent incapacitation was due to bullet
injury/lathi charge sustained during participation
in the Freedom struggle.

(b) Medical certificate from the Civil Surgeon in
support of the handicap.

(viiy  Martyrdom:

(i) Evidence from records in support of having
been killed during police firing or in the case of
INA Killed in action in the War front.

12. In case of ex-INA personnel only.
0 Whether military or Civilian Category.
If military, type of evidence required.
(@) Discharge Certificate
(b) Whether classified as Black or Grey
(c) Record Office letter showing forfeited pay and
allowances.
(i) If Civilian:
(@) One co-prisoner Certificate in the affidavit form
from a freedom fighter pensioner.
(b) Movement Order.
13. Any other relevant information which the applicant
would like to furnish.

14. If the applicant is a member of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribe ( a certificate from the District Magistrate should be
attached).

Place:

Date:
Signature of the applicant




ON NON-JUDICIAL PAPER WORTH RS. 10/-

AFFIDAVIT
I _ s/o Shri
resident
of 1 d
0

hereby state on solemn affirmation what is stated in column 1 to 14 of the
applicant form
is on the basis of my personal knowledge and belief and no false information or
document has been furnished by me to get the pension or benefits from the
Government.
If any information is subsequently found to be false my pension may be stopped
by the
Government and recovery may be made from me of the drawn pension to which |
will not
offer any resistance.

DEPONENT (Applicant)
Solemnly affirmed at

This day of

and signed his name in my presence.

Before me
Judicial Magistrate,
First Class.



ANNEXURE -4
(CO-PRISONER CERTIFICATE)
I (the undersigned)

son/daughter/wife of Shri

am a freedom fighter

and have been recipient of Central Freedom Fighters’ Pension under Ministry of Home
Affairs, Order No. dated in the
State/Union Territory is an eligible certifier under the Liberalised 1980 SwatantrataSainik

Samman Pension Scheme.

2. } was involved in Case No. uls

which was tried by Shri (Name of the

Magistrate and
Place) and was sentenced to imprisonment for a period of

years/months
in the year
3. | suffered imprisonment during the freedom struggle and was lodged in
jail in district during the period from
to
4, I hereby certify that Shri/Smt./Kumari
son/daughter/wife of
Shri resident

of
district is a bonafide freedom fighter who was also imprisoned on account of his/her

participation

in the Movement during the freedom struggle, was
tried by the

Court of in the year and was lodged in the same jail along with me

during the
period from to

5. To the best of my knowledge and belief he/she was not prematurely released

from jail on
account of any oral or written apology tendered by him/her.

6. If any information given above is subsequently found to be false or wrong |
hereby give an undertaking that my pension may be cancelled forthwith and | will be
liable to pay the amount of pension drawn till date.




Signature
Name (In Block Letters of the Certifier)

Dated at (Place)
the day of




(PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE CERTIF ICATE)

ANNEXURE- 5
I, (the undersigned) 50N
of/daughter/wife of
Shri and resident of (full
address)

have taken part in the National Freedom Struggle and have been recipient of Central
Freedom '

Fighters’ Pension under Ministry of Home Affairs Order No.
dated

| suffered actual imprisonment for more than 2 years during the freedom struggle
and was
lodgedin jail, in District during
the
period from to

| hereby certify that
Shri/Smt. son/daughter/wife
of Shri B resident

of

District is a bonefide freedom fighter who

(a) Remained underground for more than six months for the period from to
as he/she was.

(i) A proclaimed offender; or

(ify One on whom an award for arrest was announced;

(iiif) One for whose detention orders were issued but he evaded arrest.

(

b) Ordered to be externed from his district, or interned in his home for a period of more

than six months from to

By the Court in Case
No. of 19.

on account of his/her participation in the movement

during the freedom struggle. To the best of my knowledge and belief he/she did
not secure reprieve on account of any oral or written apology tendered by
him/her. He also did not go underground voluntarily or for fear of arrest on
account of his patriotic activities.




| hereby give an unconditional undertaking that if any information given
above is subsequently found to be wrong or false, the Central Government will be

authorized to cancel my pension and | will be liable to refund the entire amount of
pension already drawn.

Signature
Name in Block Letters of
The certifier

Date at place
the day of
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